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MONTHLY NOTES 


OF THE 


Library Assoctattan 


of the Cinited Kingdom. 


Tue next Monthly Meeting will be held at the London Institu- 
tion, on Friday, December 2nd, 1881, at 8 p.m. 

The Committee (of the whole Association) to prepare illustrations 
of the Cataloguing Rules will meet on the third Friday of every 
month, at 7 p.m. The next meeting will take place at the London 
Institution, on Friday, the 18th instant. 


NOVEMBER MONTHLY MEETING. 
Tue second Monthly Meeting of the fifth year of the Association 
was held at the London Institution, on Friday, November 4th, 1881, 
at 8 p.m., Mr. Cornerius WaLForD, Vice-President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and 
confirmed, Mr. C. W. H. Wyman, Mr. C. W. Holgate, Mr. R. W. 
Hobbes and Mr. W. Andrews, who were proposed for election at 
the last meeting, were unanimously elected. 

Some discussion took place as to the arrangements for the meetings 
of committees during the coming year, and it was resolved that the 
Secretaries be requested to report at each Monthly Meeting the 
Meetings of Committees held during the past month. An appeal 
was made by the Secretary to the members for the offer of papers 
to be read at future meetings. 

There being no other business the meeting adjourned. 


LIBRARY NOTES. 


BirMincHAM Free Liprarizs.—The Nineteenth Annual Report 
of the Committee of the Free Libraries (Mr. J. D. Malilins, 
Librarian) states that the reconstruction of the Library buildings 
is making satisfactory progress, and that the architects are of 
opinion that both the Lending and Reference Libraries will be 
ready, if not at the end of the present year, certainly early in 
1882. By the time the buildings are completed it is anticipated 
that there will be 50,000 volumes to be placed on the shelves of the 
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Reference Library, or as many as there were when the previous 
Reference Library was destroyed. The aggregate issues for 1880 
were 640,845 volumes. 

BirmincuaAM Liprary.—A new catalogue of the Birmingham 
Library, compiled by Mr. Scarse, Librarian, is now in the press. 
It gives references to all the articles in the Revwe des deuw Mondes 
relating to England, and all the criticisms on English writers. Mr. 
Scarse has also issued a rough list of Birmingham books and 
pamphlets, in the hope of obtaining, by gift or purchase, other local 
books and pamphlets not already in the library. A complete list 
will be published at the end of the catalogue, and will form the 
foundation of a bibliography of Birmingham. 

Dumparron.—The Free Libraries Acts have lately been adopted 
in Dumbarton by a considerable majority ; the movement was led 
by Councillor Robertson, of that town. 

Museum or Practica, Geo.ocy.—There is a rumour afloat that 
the well-known library of the Museum of Practical Geology in 
Jermyn Street is likely to be dismembered. The Science and Art 
Department has ordered the removal of the Jermyn Street library 
to South Kensington ; but as the officers at Jermyn Street require 
a library too, it is proposed to leave a large number of the books 
for their use. This partition of the library is greatly to be deplored, 
and it is to be hoped that the library may be left where it is. To 
detach any considerable portion of the books, and thus destroy the 
unity of the library, would be lamented by all to whom this valu- 
able collection is known. A catalogue of the library, of over 600 
printed pages, compiled jointly by Mr. Henry White, of the library 
of the Royal Society, and Mr. Thomas W. Newton, the assistant 
librarian of the Jermyn Street institution, was published in 1878, 
and issued at the public cost, and copies liberally distributed, to 
libraries and centres of education, both in this country and on the 
Continent, as well as in America, India, &c. The collection has 
thus become widely known to scientific persons in all parts of the 
world. The Jermyn Street library has taken 38 years to arrive at 
its present state of efficiency. A notice of the library, written by 
Mr. Newton, and published in the Library Journal for December, 
1879, states that it was founded in 1843, and from its foundation 
has constantly received donations of the most important scientific 
works issued by learned societies and national geological surveys, 
both at home and abroad, and specially important donations have 
been received from America. Many works have been acquired by 
exchanging the catalogues of the museum, or the maps and memoirs 
of the Geological Survey, for foreign scientific publications. Pur- 
chases of books are made by annual parliamentary grant. The 
library has rapidly increased, until at the present time it numbers 
nearly 30,000 books. The works are almost entirely confined to 
biology, geology, chemistry, physics, mechanics, mining, metallurgy, 
and mineralogy. It contains many treatises relating to early 
science, and is especially rich in geology and metallurgy. In addi- 
tion to separate treatises on the various branches of science, the 
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works chiefly consulted are transactions of learned societies, scien- 
tific serial publications, and reports of geological surveys. 

O.pHam.—At the competition for designs for the New Free 
Library, twenty-seven sets were submitted. The first premium, 
£100, has been awarded to Mr. Thomas Mitchell, of Manchester 
and Oldham, whose design bore the motto “ F. S. A.,” and the 
second premium, £50, to Messrs. Wright and Rawcliffe, of Burnley, 
who submitted the designs under the motto ‘‘ Practical.” 

Oxrorp.—On the 28th October last, Professor Max Miiller was 
elected a curator of the Bodleian Library, in the place of the late 
Professor Rolleston. 

The election to the Bodleian Librarianship, value £1,000 per 
annum, vacant by the death of the Rev. H. O. Coxe, will not, it is 
expected, take place until the end of the month. The following, it 
is understood, are candidates :—The Rev. W. D. Macray, Rector of 
Ducklington, Oxon, at present and for many years engaged in the 
library, and formerly Chaplain of New College and Magdalen ; the 
Rev. EK. Hatch, Vice-Principal of St. Mary Hall; the Rev. K. S. 
Foulkes, Vicar of St. Mary’s, and formerly Fellow of Jesus College; 
the Rev. C. H. O. Daniel, Fellow and Bursar of Worcester College ; 
Dr. Neubauer, Sub-Librarian; and Mr. EK. J. L. Scott, of the 
British Museum, formerly Scholar of Lincoln College. The Rev. 
G. W. Kitchin, Christ Church, Censor of Unatfached Students, 
&ec., and Mr. Ingram Bywater, Fellow, &c., of Exeter College, 
formerly of the library, whose names were amongst the earliest 
announced, are not, we learn, candidates. 

It will be of some interest to students of ancient coins to learn 
that within the last fortnight Mr. Vaux’s MS. catalogue of the coins 
in the library has been finished, bound, and made accessible to the 
public. The number of coins catalogued is about 8,000, including 
Greek, Roman, English, and Oriental specimens. There is none 
which can claim to be unique, and few which are rare, but as a 
typical collection for exhibition it is admirable. On the whole, 
perhaps, it is strongest in Roman imperial coins. 


The following letter from Mr. Edward Marshall, dated October 
26th, has appeared in the Oxford and Cau bridge Undergraduate’s 
Journal :— 1 should like, with your permission, sede vacante, to 
make some remarks upon the necessity for a re-arrangemeut of the 
books in the general reading-room at the Bodleian Library, in the 
interest of readers. 04 

“The great advantage in frequenting Bodley, besides the use of 
the valuable books which are accessible, is the facility of obtaining 
the books which are not in the reading-room, through the quick- 
ness and excellence of service on the part of the officers. There is 
less waiting than at the British Museum, generally, or the Public 
Record Office. 

“ But there is a disadvantage to readers, except to the privileged 
few who have a table or a cell to themselves, as compared with the 
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attention to their comfort observable in the arrangements at the 
British Museum. If it is acknowledged that there is sufficient 
accommodation for the small number present at any given time 
together, I should venture to reply that there might be in this a 
confusion between cause and effect. . . . . 

“The reading-room itself is not equal, in respect of the books 
accessible to readers, to modern requirements as evidenced in the 
simila* room at the British Museum. Making every allowance 
for the different class of readers at Oxford and at London, and 
taking into account the additions which have been made to the 
available books in the Selden division, there is a great want of the 
necessary books of reference ; while there are more copies of some 
works than is requisite, their reduplication taking up most valuable 
space. There are seven copies of St. Augustine, and five of St. 
Jerome, for example. There are two folio editions of the Byzan- 
tine Historians; but the edition by Niebuhr, the one in common 
use now, is not there. So also the modern edition of the collected 
Medici Greci is absent; while there are only the old editions of 
the Greek Physicians. In Canon Law, there is no Van Espen, nor 
Boehmer, nor Richter; nor is there Phillimore’s, nor Stephen’s 
Keclesiastical Law. In General English Law, there is no modern 
book, not even Stephen’s Commentaries, nor Stubbs, nor Taswell- 
Langmead on Constitutional Law. In English Literature, there 
is no edition of the English Poets, nor of the Essayists; nor is 
there the late edition of Jeremy Taylor, nor of Jewel. There are 
only the earlier ones. There is no modern historian, I think, of 
any sort. There is certainly a collection of the publications in the 
Rolls series, and of the Record Commission. But these are much 
more conveniently arranged for reference in the Codrington 
Library ; to which also readers must have recourse for the facility 
of using any set of books on English Law. 

‘*T am aware of the Camera, as in some part supplemental to 
Bodley ; but the books which I have mentioned are not, for the 
most part, accessible on its shelves. I will mention, however, one 
addition lately made in this room, which offers much convenience. 
There is a single case, the Teubnerian Classical collection, bound 
and arranged alphabetically, so that excellent editions of such as 
it contains of the classics, or other writers, can be consulted at 
once. 

“JT would venture to suggest, that in spite of the labour and 
expense—which, however, a good administrator would soon dis- 
cover to be not so insuperable as has been anticipated—a new 
arrangement of the reading-room should be taken in hand without 
much longer waiting. . . . . It would be, if effected, an 
advantage both to readers and officers; the antiquary might con- 
sult his Gough’s ‘‘ Sepulchral Monuments ” as often as he pleased, 
without having to think of the trouble of having such a work 
brought down stairs for his reference. And so of many others. 

“Tf it were thought necessary to preserve the Selden collection 
intact, about the possession of which, originally, there is some 
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obscurity, it might be preserved as it is; or rather, let me say, 
with some better distinguishing marks than it now has. For I 
question whether any common readers at all know which are his 
books and which are not. But if the space should be exhausted, 
as doubtless it would be, some of the less useful books might be 
removed, and a catalogue of them placed in a conspicuous position, 
to preserve tho honour of the first possessor, even if he is the 
questionable donor. The present reading-room would then have a 
more comfortable arrangement, as well as a more scientific and 
literary classification ; while the supplemental rooms might contain 
the books in proper classes, so arranged that those who desire to 
consult them might do so in situ, under proper instructions, and 
under due supervision.” 


Sournwark.—A branch of the South London Free Library was 
opened on Tuesday, the Ist instant, at the Horns Institute, Ber- 
mondsey Square, by Prof. Rogers, M.P. In his opening address 
he said that he could not help feeling that London, which had the 
most intelligent, competent, and best paid artisans in the kingdom, 
was very badly off for literary resources for their benefit. In the 
city of Oxford they had a public library, maintained at a very 
trivial charge; and though there was much opposition to the scheme 
at first, the rate was so small that it was never objected to now. 
He was well aware that in London local taxation pressed very 
severely, and as he contended, unjustly, on the occupiers of houses, 
and it was not surprising that any new rate should be looked upon 
with alarm; especially when one considered the enormous rents that 
were being paid by even the working classes, in order to keep their 
homes anything like habitable ; but he trusted the time was not far 
distant when the funds which had been left to improve artisans, 
would be devoted to working men all over the Metropolis. 
Nothing would be more just, or equitable, than to provide places 
where they could be improved to the highest possible level. In 
America every large town had its free schools, and its free public 
library, supported out of the local rates. The consequence was 
that an uneducated American, of the second generation, was hardly 
ever met with. The artisans were all great readers, especially of 
English literature and their own newspapers. They were able to 
discuss fairly every topic raised, and such a thing as a disturbance 
at a public meeting was unknown. All such attempts were put 
down by the general good sense of those present. The English 
were divided into factions because they did not understand each 
other, and he hoped much from habits of reading and study to 
remedy this. He considered there never was a baser calumny 
expressed than the stock phrase, that education puts a man above 
his work. The speaker then showed how the employers were the 
better for the skill of educated workmen, and concluded his 
address by describing what philosophers and authors had done for 
mankind, dwelling upon the influence produced on men’s minds and 
character by reading and study. ; 
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Wanpswortu.—At the Monthly Meeting of the Elected Vestry of 
Wandsworth, on the 27th ult., it was moved by Dr. J. H. Hooper, 
the Vicar’s Churchwarden, and seconded, in a forcible speech, by 
Mr. W. J. Gitxs, Solicitor, and resolved :—“‘That a Committee 
of three (consisting of Dr. Hooper, Mr. Gilks, and Dr. G. B. Long- 
staff,) be appointed to inquire into the working of the Public 
Libraries Act in similar districts to Wandsworth, and to report as 
to the desirability of adopting it for this parish, and also how far 
the Vestry building would be available for such a Library.” The 
resolution was adopted in a full Meeting (about 40 being present), 
Mr. Bell only remarking (1) that a resolution “to enquire” 
did not commit the Vestry to the adoption of the Act, and (2) 
that the large sum spent on the Vestry Hall was in itself a 
difficulty in the way of spending money for any other object, 
however laudable. 

York.—A very large and influential meeting was held at the 
Festival Concert Room, on the 18th of last month, to consider the 
desirability of establishing a Free Library and Reading Room. 
The Archbishop of York presided, and the Lord Mayor of York 
(Mr. Ald. J. S. Rowntree) delivered an address in which he gave 
an account of the provisions of the Free Libraries Acts and of the 
towns which had adopted them, and also showed the advantages 
which had resulted from their adoption. He specially mentioned the 
advantage of ready access to public reports, such as parliamentary 
papers, patent specifications, &c., which could only be stored in a 
public library. While impartially laying before the meeting the 
advantages of adopting the Acts, he did not disguise the difficulties 
and expense, but, at the same time, expressed his own opinion that 
the advantages far outweighed the difficulties. A resolution was 
unanimously carried affirming the desirability of establishing a Free 
Library and Reading Room for the city of York, and several pro- 
mises of Books were announced in case such a library should be 
founded. 

On the 3rd instant a public meeting was convened by the Lord 
Mayor in response to a requisition of ratepayers, and a resolution to 
adopt the Acts was carried by a large majority. A poll was de- 
manded, the result of which has not yet been declared. 





A Correspondent of Notes and Queries, asking for information 
as to Libraries in which books yet remain chained to their presses, 
states that such books are still to be found in the libraries of 
Denchworth, Berks ; Wimborne Minster ; Hereford Cathedral ; and 
All Saints’ Church, Hereford. 

A private Act of Parliament, passed in the session of 1880, was 
required to enable the Duke of Marlborough to break the settle- 
ment of the Blenheim estates, so far as regards the sale of the 
Sunderland Library. The sale of the first portion is announced by 
Messrs. Puttick and Simpson to take place on the First of December 
and nine following days. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 


Browntnc.—The Browning Society has published Part I. of its 
papers. Mr. Furnivall has completed a bibliography of Browning 
—in which he has been aided by the poet himself—in alphabetical 
and chronological order. 

Camoens.—Capt. R. F. Burton’s work, ‘‘Camoens, his Life and 
his Lusiads,” lately published in two volumes by Mr. Quaritch, 
contains a life of the poet, a commentary on the Lusiads, and an 
exhaustive bibliography of all Camoens’ literature. 

Dante.—Herr Julius Petzholdt has in preparation a Catalogue 
of the large mass of Dante literature, accumulated by King John 
(Philalethes), of Saxony, which will be published by the firm of 
Teubner, of Strasburg. 

Exvecrriciry.—-An important special bibliography has been issued 
by the Italian Government in the form of a Catalogue of Italian 
works on Electricity and Magnetism, compiled by F. Rossetti and 
G. Cantoni — Bibliografia Italiana di Elettriciti e Magnetismo, 
saggio compilato per incarico del Ministero di Agricoltura, Industria 
e Commercio. Padova, 1881, 4to, pp. 117. 

Faust.—The Literary World of Boston has published a biblio- 
graphy of English versions of aust, This list contains forty-five 
different translations. 

Perer tHe Great.—The commission at St. Petersburg appointed 
to conduct the publication of the letters and papers of Peter the 
Great, announces that it hopes to begin the work of printing before 
the close of the present year. It is known that some of his letters 
are in private hands, though their precise whereabouts has not 
been ascertained. All persons, therefore, who possess any docu- 
ments, written or signed by him, are requested to forward them 
to the commission, which guarantees on its part, their safe return, 
and also, by way of thanks, a copy of their forthcoming publi- 
cation. 

Snortuanp.—At the first meeting of the Shorthand Socicty of 
London, held on the 1st inst., Mr. C. Watrorp delivered an 
address, in which he referred to the literature of the subject, and 
mentioned that Mr. Westby Gibson had compiled a Key to the 
Literature of Shorthand, comprising over 2;000 distinct works, 
on all systems of shorthand. Mr. Westby Gibson has become 
editor, jointly with Mr. A. L. Lewis, of the quarterly periodical 
Shorthand, the organ of the Society. 





The portion of the library of Colonel F. Grant, which will be 
sold by Messrs. Puttick and Simpson on the 16th inst., comprises, 
in a great part, early editions of scarce pieces by, and relating to, 
Johnson, Pope, and Swift, and a large series of Curll’s publica- 
tions. The value of the collection, and the scarcity of many of the 
works it contains, will give a considerable bibliographical value to 
the Sale Catalogue. 











ANCIENT LIBRARIANS. 


Sirn,—The following Roman inscriptions may have an interest 
for your readers. The first one relates to the Octavian Library, 
founded by Augustus, .c. 33, and named after his sister Octavia. 
The Greek and Latin Libraries (or Library) mentioned in the other 
four were founded by the same emperor five years later in the 
temple of Apollo, on the Palatine Hill. 

D.M.S 
SOTERICHI . PYBLICI 
VBSTRICIANI . A 
BVBLIOTHECE . PORTICYS 
OCTAVIAE 
STATILIA . HELPIS 
CONIVGL. B.M.F.V.A. XXVIII, 

‘Sacred to the Divine Manes of Soterichus Publicus Vestricianus 

of the library of the Porticus Octavia. Statilia Helpis erected this 

to her well-deserving husband. He lived twenty-eight years.” 

C. IVLIVS.C.L. PHRONIMYS 
A. BIBLIOTHECA. GRAECA. 
“ Caius Julius Phronimus (freedman of Caius) of the Greek Library.” 
DIS. MANIBVS 
1. FLAVIVS. A. BIBLIOT, 

| GRAEC. PAL. 
he “To the Deified Spirits. [Here lies] Titus Flavius of the Palatine 

Greek Library.” 
ty DIS. MANIBYS. LAELIAE . [ CONIVGI ] 

CARISSIMAE . FEC. LIBERALIS. . 
LATINA . APOLLINIS. ET. SIBI. ET, SVIS. . 6. 

“To the Deified Manes of his dearest wife Laelia, Liberalis .... 
of the Apollo Latin Library, has made this; also for himself and his,” 
ALEXANDER. C. CAE 
SARIS. AVG. GERMANICI. SER. 

PYLAEMENIANVS . AB. BYBLI 
OTHECE . GRAECA . TEMPLI. APOLL 
INIS . VIX’. ANN. XXX. 

“ Alexander Pylemenianus (slave of Caius Cesar Augustus Ger- 
{ manicus), of the Greek Library of the Temple of Apollo. He 

lived thirty years.” 

It is singular that these well-known libraries are not recorded in 
the list given in Haydn’s Dictionary of Dates (14th Edition, 1873). 

Tam, &e., 
7 November, 1881. Joun W. Bonn, F.S.A. 
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